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"Perfectly5*,! told him.
"Well now, let me ask you a few questions. First. Why do the
English people think that Hitler is preparing a new war in Europe?
Tell me exactly."
"Many people in England think", I told him, "that Hitler, after re-
arming, may be tempted to play the part of Napoleon and attack other
people's frontiers."
Himmler laughed as though very much amused.
"That is not only not the truth," he answered, "but the very opposite
of the truth. I know what is in Hitler's mind, and that is not part of it.
After all we have read a little history. We know something about Mr.
Napoleon. We know what happened to him. We know also that if
Hitler were to attack other people's frontiers and march across Europe,
as you suggest, it would be for Germany the road to ruin. That is a way
we shall not go."
I made a note of these words immediately afterwards. They are
exactly the words he used. And looking back upon them they seem to
me astonishing. Why did he say that ? If he were lying to me that would
be easy to understand, but surely he would not have lied in such a
phrase? He need not have prophesied that a war of aggression would be
for Germany the road to ruin. Even now I find its psychology in-
explicable.
He talked to me about the economic state of Europe, and the
economic necessities of Germany. He seemed to think that they were
thwarted by British policy. He spoke of the Ottawa agreement and said
that these Imperial preferences shut out Germany from many markets,
"Why do you begrudge Germany any way of expansion?" he asked.
He referred back to my mention of Napoleon.
"You talk of Napoleon," he said, "but what about the British
Empire? Come over here for a moment."
He took me over to the big globe on its pedestal and turned it
swiftly, putting his hand on certain red splodges.
"Red!" he cried. "Red! Red! Red! The British have taken all that
of the earth's surface, and yet they do not want Germany to have any
open door for her trade, not any kind of expansion, however peaceful."
He harped on that a good deal, and coming back to his desk spoke of
the real necessity for Germany to have a sphere of economic influence
in the southeast of Europe. She had to import in order to feed herself.
To import food she had to export manufactures. But England tried to
shut her out and steal the markets. It was a dangerous policy. Germany
wanted peaceful expansion, but she must have a free hand in southeast
Europe. So he went on.
It was interesting but I need not repeat all of it here.